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ABSTRACT

This paper presents a Cache-Coherency Interconnect(CCI)-based Android pattern screen lock(PSL) attack on modern ARM
processors. CCI has been introduced to maintain the cache coherency between the big core cluster and the little core cluster.
That is, CCI is the central interconnect inside SoC that maintains cache coherency and shares data. In this paper, we reveal
that CCI can be a side channel in security, that an adversary can observe security-sensitive operations. We design and
implement a technique to compromise Android PSL within only a few attempts using the information of CCI in user-level
applications on Android Nougat. Further, we analyzed the relationship between the pattern complexity and security. Our
evaluation results show that complex and simple patterns would have similar security strengths against the proposed
technique.
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Table 1. API for screen access control when
the screen is locked.

No. | API
setShowWhenLocked(disable)

2 android:showOnLockScreen="false”
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Fig. 1. An example of pattern ‘0124678 in 3x3
grid. The symbol ) indicates the drawing
direction, and the empty circle indicates the last
dot.
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#DC=1¢] &g 3= #DC=1 253} #DC=2 L

F(1 <#DC < 7)& ANE & 3let. & #DCE
Fg3le] B4 AES 273 5 9] “H-‘r°ﬂ, A
5L ‘6]'*] Ao R FI 4 ol ogeF,

TTFE ol43te], A WA A9 818 43S TTFS
el 5 Sk 2 A3} sk A5k sk Agto)
A= A" gl 27)7h A 2epxAl "
o5 Eo], #DC=13l 4% #DC=19] =7]+= 168
ot} o), ¥DC=1 H& ZFe] TTF=42 A&
sl S|l o] 2717} 8= FelErh ole 7 A
(2 prpey 2 Lipe=1)] ZAFe] 74 ARk
7] wjitoleh, webd, n(2ppp— ,) =136, n(f2
epe=1)=1689 77} n(2 ppp— 4. 2:pc-1) =82
o5 Hrh £ AFelM= #DCe TTFE A4
& o, #DCE WA Fgshe 45 3] Age =2
715 FaA7l=d ti 237} 9leE Falsisla,
#DCeF TTFO A2 319] A" Fjhs A=)

V. QlEZ0|E PSL 2% T8
5.1 ®H X

Fig. 32 CCIE o|£% ¢t==0]= PSL ¥49
AA F2E RHoFErh 78 3E2 ARM Cortex
A53/A57 ME]Ze] = (Juno board)E 7|Hto g
g5 719 (Linux kernel) 4.4.49 ¥ gt==go]=
7.1.2(Nougat) & AMH&-3isich. A2 frast o
€He g #E gss ZEAA(Liunx
process) (l]: Alz=®l A¥e] SurfaceFlinger %
Lockscreen %Hg])7} ot=ole zbAlolx] Alslgl

CCI PMU events Vulnerable
Perf tool patterns

Measured
CCI raw data

Pattern lists
(#G < 20)

4DC, TTF

Clue extractor

PSL analyzer

Fig. 3.
Android PSL

CCl-based side-channel attack of

t} olu] =~ CPU 2~AZHE ZaAxe A4
g CPU ol F9sla, ¢]& <l ARM
MPcoresell#l Zfrat= A wlme]e] Ades W7
Hk ARM CCI(2.1% #x)+= 24 714 A9
W7oz qla] WAsh= CCI PMU °oWIEE =
Hgt}, o]F o] 43k k=gol= PSL ¥4
Aok Al e vhgat 2t

) Z23dad] EF(perf tool): TEIYUFY =
T= g5 A Aol 234 AMSAL 5 Z2y
defo]ar, s 7de] CCI W& =zlo|wE A
A= A5 AR 5ol CCI PMU oWIEE
A 4 gich, °]E 01*&5}@1 2 7HellA= CCI
CCI dlolel7b 23ksl o
v "gAE snE 9 jJr%‘% AAget. CCI dlol¥

SEERERES) 2]311 Y G A 2

oln AEF] 7]17H(7] & % 100ms) 53 =
Al CCI 7HEH ] A2 745t
olel= 5.247} Fig. 84 ’“"*?fh’/}
D“i F%7](clue extractor): WM F&7]
I del8g 7o #DC 2 TTFY ¥ 7}
Akl wh] FE7)= o RS s)ub
L t}. CCI dle]g] ZLE]P%:— Hes 2™
el Aol 3 AF mef Mol Frh(Fig.
5
o

e O R
o 2L i y
™
e
i)
~“1rn

Q

e
2 Q
roi' m]o

1o =

Fz). o] wf, A= 7} #DCQ} FA= gl
stetall i (Table 39 Avg. Valleys #%),
CCI dleJe el zo]=7} ol Falatsich

AA AE FEl T RS EEs WS o
I 2ok WA 7)1E AF4)dA D4 (simple),
%7t B3Hmedian complex) ¥ 83
(complex)” WFell AH€ A 74 a4k =
(24678, ‘0485762", '456183270)2 Al&slAdr}.
o] Al 7FA9 AR (Fig. 4)l whall 12% HhE-a}o]
I35S W] CCI Hlolel & £ 4,40070 o]4e] A&
= FAste] Fags Axtsksich. #4318 CCI dl
o|e+= E}JA®E (timestamp), CCI 7R-EHZ +
AE AAD dlelelZ, Fig. 5ol vehd <l
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'24678°,'0485762" and

Fig. 4. Test patterns:

456183270’
Simple

1234567 891011121314151617181920212223242526272829303132

Median complex

g 80000

£ 60000
s

S 40000

S 20000

0

135 7 9111315171921232527 2931333537 3941434547495153555759
Complex
100000

Rith

=
NANARYSACERREASSEARAAASL Y

Time (ms)
Fig. 5. CCl data for the test patterns

Fig. 58 A Z#l=ZeAd x5 AMEH Azt
(100ms)& veplla y52 34 CCI 71289
ofelet, Zb dRle] m# =z sk olabe] B-g-E{e}
Aol gl AF Beoks 104%} vz e b
®e] A% 57F #DCF QAo olvh= Aeolrt. ol&
E9°], Fig. 4] 24678 |=&l9] wrsF A3k 3l4= 1

Table 3. Data statistics for the test patterns

Avg. Avg. Thres # of
Pattern | valleys | drawing hold sampl
(std) | time (std) es
Simple | 1716 | 1783 ms
(¢DC=1, ' ’ 15,000 960
TTR=4.83) (0.58) (152.75)
Median A 5 og
complex . ms
(4pCc=4, | (1.28) (287.49) 15.000 | 1.400
TTF=9.07)

Complex 708 12,175
(¢DC =17, (1.78) ms 6,500 | 2,080

TTF=16.65) (973.40)

Total 4,440

Simple - filtered

ol A\

1234567 891011121314151617181920212223242526272829303132

CCl counters

BB

Median complex - filtered

JEEEE

1357 911131517192123252729313335373941434547495153555759

Complex - filtered

Nl

HHHHHH

Time (ms)
Fig. 6. Filtered CCl data for the test patterns

3|2 #DC=1°]2 Fig. 59 adlZ& 3ol A
o] it} Fig. 4°] '0485762", '456183270" &
#DC=49} #DC=T0]x, Fig. 59 ad=z&= 4z
40k TN AR HelE 2olFa ot

2 dFelA= 71 A(18)elA aohE Al 2
dare|ES AREste] okt 2ol Alital ol
A& ol gt #DCE AAks] $1d Ao 52t
=2 5 vk S A delH

N rlo 4

e —{> B

7= (t17 xl)u (t27 $2)7 ) (tn7 :L'n)
A4 B9elsl 4T P ket o] A4,

P=((t,z,) | (z,_ <z, >z;,) 4)
Vv (z, >1:2)\/(:cn >$n,1)
Vi=2,--,n—1

w3, Aol A3 Ve okt 3te] Akt

V= ((t,z;) | (z,_, > z; < z )V (z, <)
V(wn <w",1)

(5)

w3, CCI dlelelellA #DCE Antehe Aol

A ARES A sl 2 Al Hele] =
o]
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16000 of siel& zeledl Ak Ak TTESF Al
14000 |y =883 11x - 26877 16,85, 12175 Fedo] glet. SAR 2o ARt TTFE +4
12000 Femneses v 317] <8 (TTF, IF =29 A7b)’Y "ol =
Qled 4Y 7% 443 AshE Fig. T3 v,

£ 6000 ‘Avg. drawing time'oll 23t A 37 24
¢ 007, 250, A y=883.11x-2587.7 &, Fig. 7& 53 549
o 5‘ ‘Avg. drawing time% o]&43le] =2 A3z
TTFE ANE 4 98 BelZth oW, RAF
2000 e (R?) 7t 0.9993°.% vjehyge}, o]&a4), CCI ®
0o, - - - oElE olg3lel AFe] 45 A AL el

TIF 285 E A7E A PSL 34l AHsh] ¢l

Fig. 7. Linear regression for estimating TTF
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e
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i
)
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Z(t;, thresh) < of,
0 lfz,—lv i+ 1 0 Z >0

Vi(z.) =
(z) = z; otherwise

3

(6)

34

Y(Z(t;, thresh))Z o]& 3}
A%
]

Aap 2 zFo] FHY IS T3 kol= 1
w7t e adzZs S 5 sl olAE ZE
5 aeze) Ae] 5 o]gste] #DC #HE =
g}, Table 3+ CCI dlo]e]e] Soko]n ‘Avg.
=& A o] Azeldl, o gre] #DCeE A€
A skt

o2 TTF & AiE g & a2
CCI dlole #45 53 CCI 7REEHE o] 43 1
ol HAee =7 A w3 U 2= AR}

stef Fig. 69

=
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A) FA3) Fkekan B w92 2elA)
Aeh e B webd, B W 29
ol A

(End_time of last, peak - Start, time of first_peak)
Aibste] RS el W £8F AHE &

3lt}. Table 3¢] 'Avg. drawing time
Be g8e d JFger 25 A7RS e
b TTF= 'S z8e A3 Alzte]r] wii

A
= AL

T 8 —l> i

g #DC ¥ TTFE =8 5 oA ﬂoﬁj’
3) PSL #47] (PSL analyzer): PSL #4]7]
= %% #DC ¥ TIF %k *}%%}O%

‘all-pattern-case” Fdellx FHI3l Hel-& YA
t}. ‘all-pattern-case” I<-& #DC ¥

= RE Ay A9A 23S :‘T_f}f}%}%
rq.oalo]r/]. Eﬂ/\E JJroI,] 71— ].‘:—
AlAA #DC 2 TTF (4
544 PSL *471 ﬂv‘réﬁl 7] —M #4
1 awke} greps
54 4 deleE 415”13}*‘ Eﬂ /‘}%ﬂ‘ﬂ grep<
4 e AT W AREE o)l
SL #4714 ko] AdA3h= Ao a5 At
sk 4= ok B Bo], #G ( 2090 R A
PSL #4717} F<ket ARz gdddslar, o]F o]
43to] FAAE 203 AL o]vel] tERo|r A
o] 23 S A7E 7ssfAI
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_1m i e ¢
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5.2 CCl| Z=md

gEs2 Ad WA 3.11 o]FoA= ‘arm-ccigh

= 718 W AA EEle|HE o]8Ete] CCIE A
L3k}, =alolwlE CCI 7F-ElE w3l CCI
EEE 2EA7 CCI £EE CCI dlo]gel o
g A~ FolEo|w XE WIE Fx¥c ¥E
W3EE cefold EEe] %7|8d w ‘arm-ccil
ofs =} Z2ulely Texs XE WIE
AAste] CCI oWlE RUEE S vehd &
stk = = e
CCI_400/cci_event,source=3/"¢} #ro] ZEu}el
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9 BT oMIE A4 EZE W 3E 99 4
oleh.
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0.100336960,1246, CCI_400/si_r_data_last_hs_snoop,source=3/
0.200772000,774,,CC1_400/si_r_data_last_hs_snoop,source=3/
0.301289380,1644,,CC1_400/si_r_data_last_hs_snoop,source=3/
0.401814500,82, CCI_400/si_r_data_last_hs_snoop,source=3/
0.502332940,868,,CCI_400/si_r_data_last_hs_snoop,source=3/
0.602851840,81, CCI_400/si_r_data_last_hs_snoop,source=3/
0.703372300,82,CCI_400/si_r_data_last_hs_snoop,source=3/
0.803948660,79, CCI_400/si_r_data_last_hs_snoop,source=3/
0.904528000,247,,CCI_400/si_r_data_last_hs_snoop,source=3/
1.005109520,257,,CCI_400/si_r_data_last_hs_snoop,source=3/
1.105689920,262,,CCI_400/si_r_data_last_hs_snoop,source=3/
1.206255760,333,,CCI_400/si_r_data_last_hs_snoop,source=3/
1.306817120,985,CC1_400/si_r_data_last_hs_snoop,source=3/
1.407395300,253,,CCI_400/si_r_data_last_hs_snoop,source=3/

Fig. 8. An example of the CCl profiling:
complex pattern '456183270°

F7]uket CCI 7ReHE FAlsly 2 A9Es &9
shede] AAEh CCI ZEspalge] 49 “perf
stat -i 100 -a -e CCI_400/cci_event/ -o
outputfile” §3& A8ty Z2slds] TFE
—a -e CCI 400/cci_event/ %422 A9 CCI
oM ES A%t} ZRIIE TFolA A Aelx
W g AEE A7 100msolE® A (i
100) 2 Az},

Fig. 8% ¥ '456183270(Complex)®] CCI
dlelel 2, 2t Folli= elagiz CCI 7hed 2 &
2(source)”} & CCI oMlE o]Fo] xg¥ir}
o] A= AA Y7l ddHlelE FhE
(si_r_data_last_hs_snoop)?| CCI o|WlEZ A
2= CCI oMlE RUHHS fF 2E HsE

Epiet,
VI. s 47}

B2 AlME Algkee CCI 7uk Qo]
PSL 49 A% 3718 & ¥ 374 A8 A
£ A9l WA, #DCe TTFE 58 34 7}s
gk gt=2ol= PSL dHe] dnh HEeAE ol
L, TTFE gk Alatel gleixe] 2771 34 Ao
v2= d3S Hrlake), 1 o Bz PSL o
wo] AAZ Al ghlgA] Hrgic}
6.1 #DC ¥ TTFE 18{&t ot=20|= PSL YA
#DC, TTF 3t AAtE 53 Q=0
o dg& Hrlslr] e WA AA
389.11270¢] ") & At 5

Table 4. #G calculated from both #DC and TTF

Vulnerable
'?‘TOFf‘ FG patterns
#DC # of
8ro . avg.
ups | TN | max. | avg. patt P
erns
1 7 8 48 24 56 14
2 27 8 336 95 48 9.6
3 46 8 | 1,152 | 241 72 12
4 74 16 | 2,632 | 503 64 16
5 109 8 | 5,976 | 830 56 14
6 155 8 | 8,376 | 914 | 136 | 12.36
7 163 8 | 5,496 | 652 | 216 | 11.37
avg.
Total 648 | 5 o

i, 78 agel W8 #GE
b, glol] Bl TTRE A4ta)
7} sigle] %8 #DC 2ol wre} TTF 258 ¥

Table 4= AA sjelS #DCet TTF 120
e F AR 2l #G eE EAR dsol
t}. Table 494 2E eld] s #Ge] W)= 8
oA 837671412 Uehkon] o] Z 20 osle] 7t
% HE ARES AR Aoz ¥R 4 9
o} 2 AT & 648719 FHElo] Heksl Aoz el
wyon ekl HEle] PP #GE 12.76 o|ch. =
B 133 Axe] F4S 3 PSL A" A7}

A7 AN e Aear) m Edgk sEle o}
WAoo g a3 4 gl7] wiEel, TTF A3t

=

FAo] oH& 4 orh WA, TTF 4] &7
5 x| f8 Aekshs 7IHddE TTF 3
2 g Al e 7 sl A gt
A, TTF 229 z7)7} 242, TTF 237} A~
4 otk dF Eo], TTFY 1% $£H+= TTFY
99%2} 101% Atole] TTF 18 sl Zen
EAROR o] 1%= TTF Hwztel 2% ZFdx
of sdaic} 4.2 6lx AwmgtRe] 566 TTF
a89 A= 88, 1% A5 A&shd TTF ke
W9 A 560014 Hd 5.71e] ¥k whebA,
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gk=

2ol OS o ~3d FF

7% A

o

A

e W s’ £ 8(5.66 TTF &) ellA
1,32071(5.65 TTF &< 1312 #H€ + 5.66
TTF 259 8 sjel = 1,320 &)= F7}sic}
gbrolz=o] PSL Al A7k wigt 71E AT
JellAl gl Wgol wp2l, el 3h5 siAl A
7 EAAM R it 910msE EEHAAE 625ms
E%ﬁﬁ} 625ms7F 910ms<] <F 68.6%°]7]
= Al Azro]l -34.3%1M +34.3%7}
otk wEbA, TTF AlZEe] WH$el u}
O]E PSL 349 AgxE Hrtslr] 913
Table 58} #o] TTF 2577} #G A4kl vlA&
s Mg
WA, TTF el &77F §h 745, Al’rsh= 714
S8 34 Jbsdt A A" 5 6487 o) W
, TTF 277} 0.1%9A4 5% % Z7 b= 735 #<F
Helo] e 16702 g}, 53], TTF &%
1% Ast= 75 3 Aol M7t 80% 5
A 2 o TIF S57F TTF 252 4918
S7HA HeF ARl F oA WE7] wel
.2 A3 TTF 257} 10% o|Akog EZolx]7 g
W At 7S ol E W 34 v FHek A
glo] 072 viehde},
B A7AE AA A elA TTF 52 t'a”ﬁ
E Fetsbr] 93 d=Rel= S-&i(app)dl
5] %‘J’j‘ E#o]u(Pattern Lock Trainer)E 7
whshodeh, 2 o Aol Aol wet dele] HRS
AAsta '] TTFE WA o2 ZA g} A
A= *]E%]\‘F T 7‘4—4 TE AT 5 glen 7]

o4 vkl el o] 4u

i rﬂ £ mlo

ZO

o

U3

F

-

1

A wlold Agel FF
ART A Ed o AsA
2 98 P ARa0E E)
9] Hl2E A EE F 2
e SR ST e
TTF 2 TTF 25+ 77 1937.61ms 2 6.08%
2 vebge). 24 HelEeld S Ee] A
Hi TTF 279 4.69%5 Bo590a, olRr} &
ek A ES 7 TTF &7°] 7.04% % 6.15%
2 Sk e msleh

HAE

4) https://github.com/saintgodkyp/PatternLockC
hallenge, #el D2l 20199 149 249,

Table 5. #G with TTF errors

TTF error #G (min.) # of vulnerable
(%) patterns (#G(20)
0 (baseline) 8 296
0.1 8 256
0.5 8 104
1.0 8 40
5.0 48
>10.0 72

Table 6. TTF error ratio in user data

?;’rg()-r T(;I; # of patterns Ratio (%)
<150 4.35
<2.00 10.14
<3.00 14 20.29
<400 32 46.38
500 28 55.07
<10.00 60 86.96
>10.00 9 13.04

Table 62 A4 #HAEd =
Aoz A e 86.96%7F 10% vwte] TTF

SFE Holt AL e

A7) (pattern strength meter)(12)5 o]&3}
202 2 g grE sixs 359 JHEL
=319t Table 72 7|& 75 7]t
7 RS EA4E EAg Aol
Table 714 -r°1>ﬂ Al e SRS " =
A4(PS score) Hel= 10914 41.68 /\PIE]

HelE 7Hlch JH Sl 7& A4E A" do|(L),
AHD, AR(O)FH 2L el 12)7] B3tk u;}g],
Z7kte Aol H| AE ZH7(PS

meter)(19)& & Zo], »HME AaWE uHE&

A T ke R g Aot 7]E AT
(1919 Azk= Ass Al 7 #HF(weak,

medium, strong)Z o] HFE 004 174 =
253 stk AR viElgez Sd Exle
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Table 7. Pattern strength comparison
PS PS meter Pattern #DC,
Pattern score(12] (score) (19] complexity (4] L I 0 TTF #G
Medium .
04678 10 (0.44) 10 (Simple) 5 0 0 1, 4 8
Medium .
426780 20.81 (0.47) 18.68 (Medium) 6 1 1 3, 9.07 8
462350817 41.68 S(grgg)g 42.68 (Complex) | 9 6 1 7. 17.78 8

(Pattern complexity)(4]+& ]f °:rL[19]°lW
A= 120712 d=ed dig A€ A= HEFH([12)
+ 7|Mke R g Aol 7| ‘2.'7“5[12,19 )& 7]
vk g g HeE Ak 6.3400004 46.807714]
cheFsiAl ‘/}E}‘)ﬂﬂr

918 Al 7kl el e Abshe 7THS
}od #DCQP TTFE 2% AXEE o, A 7?*] &
Be] #GE B 2 #el 8= vehdrh A WA
A&l 03678—8‘ #DC=1 ¥ TTF=4% EF=o $
?49] 71 o] 83t 83 A& o|dje] PSLE aliAl
g 4= olv} 3k '426780'% 462350817 22 &
Ak R Ael® FAdd A= 315832
A 4 e Flsodrt. ols 7]Eel HAke A
Hoz ERE Aozt i ez vt &5
o xH o AL F 5E oviskd, 7|E A=
A0 v ERS AR o g AR

]o
°F°

B Aol A grERol= PSL Bl Wil 7] o
T-So s Adndlc}, ok=2ol= PSL, T4 w3t
ATEL 2 Wl ulel =4 3 (guessing) A7
A (capture) 422 g 4 Qi)

FZ AL AN Fe) nE 245 TAS &

A (exhaustive search) & A|52ql wow
AAs = whelrt, FA9 B 5 FAL wkE
glo] & é%“’ Qe wejel AR AR AZEe 23t
e Holug HolE(20) ARERNE APl 7l
& 34121 ]° A Aot ®l v o g gEe
%1 % EZ(dictionary)S AHEE ol& ARE-
2L gl gk FPA dlole e 7S /e R
g 2rtE AR 34 (22)8 T2k 349 A3
Hrg Efol=oxE ysin, EX3 AS$E ul
33 duelE 7k A4S 525 Ak A

T #80] v ol naleh
AA AL AgAS] Yol AL mET
YelEE A4 RAN EE Qb PaoR &

~19 (shoulder surfing) 2 AN
(reconstruction) & & 4 it} &9 A9
(23.24)2 239 k3o AH =S o843 ¥+

Aolar, AFF(25)E AA ¢xE AAT= Al
P E AFEIe FHoR, g ATF(26)AME= AL
42t 23918 ofg] H AAds 2 % kel AgAt
455 AFEL 3 Bl

w3k gt=ole PSLE ¥egt a2y el
g FAd FHo] A=t WiPass(27)+&
WIFI A% ZHde] e gbse] #Ad= of44
g RFglen, ~mA ¥4 (Smudge
attack) (7] Elx2azzled YAx 7|23 A=
(smudge) 22 A2} HEl& F3535= o] 7}
TS 2ok o 2nA FA16)S " A
of Bigk <zt AF 2ol aefssict <l
AHEshRs ARE AHelu 2 2 'l el
ek, = EP
sk Aol 7w
2] FAe] ¢ anuﬂ]%l T olge Bolrh 2
= 2utEEY A Ao]ES o]83te] ARl
2 ARE FH (5 A FHe] AjkEr|=
shodrt.

o] #Jell= AZH(vision) 7|WF ¥4 °] ek, &
0], 3 AT (29)elM = 2= =
Hlt] 2. 7]k PIN 34| 7%‘6}‘3}5" Algtated et
T & AF(30)e14= g wr]E #4150 PIN
71k v s FAo] 7bsdhe welrh = &7}
2 B 34 3A4(3.4])0] AgkEe] & 24 HTE
I F3 08-S Bl AN dubg e g A7}
M FA2 Aol EA4] o2 A elM =
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